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and Western Settlement



WHAT IS THE CONSTITUTION?

• The Constitution of the United States is the 
supreme law of the United States of America.

• The U.S. Constitution establishes a government 
based on "federalism," or the sharing of power 
between the national, and state (and local) 
governments.

• Our power-sharing form of government is the 
opposite of "centralized" governments, such as those 
in England and France, under which national 
government maintains total power.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supremacy_Clause
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States


• The Constitution is made up of 7 
separate articles (parts):

• The first three establish the three 
branches of the federal government 
and deal with the separation of 
powers;

• The last four Articles frame the 
principle of federalism (shared 
powers).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Separation_of_powers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federalism


• Every society needs laws. In the United States, 
the Legislative Branch of government is 
responsible for making the laws. 

– The Legislative Branch is headed by Congress and 
it is bicameral (composed of two houses):

• House of Representatives- 435 members elected 
by the people; number of representatives  based 
on state population

• Senate- 100 members and each state is given 2 for 
equal representation

STRUCTURE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT



STRUCTURE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

• The Executive Branch of government is 
responsible for executing, or enforcing, the 
laws.

• It is headed by the President of the United 
States.

• The President is responsible for implementing and 
enforcing the laws written by Congress and, to that 
end, appoints the heads of the federal agencies, 
including the Cabinet. 

• The Vice President is also part of the Executive 
Branch, and must remain ready to assume the 
presidency should the need arise.



• The laws of the United States are a complex 
tapestry weaving through history, sometimes 
vague, sometimes specific and often confusing.

• It's up to the federal Judicial Branch to sort 
through this web of legislation.  They are 
responsible for interpreting laws.

• The concept of Judicial Review allows the judicial 
branch to decide what is constitutional and what is 
not.

• The Judicial Branch is headed by the United 
States Supreme Court which is comprised of 9 
permanent justices (appointed for life).

STRUCTURE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT



• The Constitution is considered to be a “living 
document” as it has changed and been altered 
with time.

• Why has it been altered over time? 



Read each of the following, and re-state each of the 
following in a single sentence:

“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, … shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.”

“All persons born or naturalized in the United 

States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 

citizens of the United States and of the State 

wherein they reside.  No State shall make or 

enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges 

or immunities of citizens of the United States…”

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote 

shall not be denied or abridged by the United 

States or by any state on account of race, color, 

or previous condition of servitude.”



Reconstruction
1. Reconstruction – rebuilding our nation after the Civil 

War from 1865-1877.

2. Several steps were taken to admit the South back into 

the Union.

a. Freedmen’s Bureau- charged with feeding,              

clothing, and finding jobs for  former slaves. 

b. 13th amendment – “Freedom” – Abolished all 

slavery in the United States.  

c.  14th amendment – “Citizenship,” “Equal 

Protection,” & “Due Process”- Grants all people born or 

naturalized in the US citizenship, and equal protection 

under the law (and in the court system).

d. 15th amendment- “Voting”- Grants all men the 

right to vote regardless of race. 



3. There was a lot of discontent in the South about the newly 

gained rights of African Americans, which led to the 

following:

a. KKK- The Ku Klux Klan – a group of men that terrorized 

African Americans and any whites that supported 

Reconstruction. Many lynchings occurred – killing by 

hanging, burning, beating, etc… of African Americans. 

b. Jim Crow laws – Began post Reconstruction and 

forbade African Americans equal rights.

4. Compromise of 1877- The end of Reconstruction- No 

outright winner in the presidential election of 1877 between 

Democrat Samuel Tilden and Republican Rutherford B. 

Hayes.  Hayes was elected due to a promise to Southern 

Democrats to end Reconstruction if he was elected. 

a. Hayes won and withdrew federal troops from the South.

b. Impact?



Life in the New South
1. Agriculture was still the main way of life in the south. Most 

freed slaves became sharecroppers- paid rent for land in 

crops. Many African Americans believed they would receive 

land during Reconstruction, which was an unfulfilled hope.

2.  Voting restrictions for African Americans post Reconstruction:

a. Poll taxes – a fee that had to be paid before casting a vote

b. Literacy tests-Rewrite/explain a complicated text in order to 

prove you were literate. 

c. Grandfather clause – Allowed to vote if you had an 

ancestor that was eligible to vote in 1867. (Increased the 

white vote.)

**** All of these laws were set up to target African Americans 

without explicitly writing it into law.****



3. Segregation, separation of the races, existed throughout 

the U.S. especially in the south.  

a. De facto segregation – customs/traditions

b. De jure segregation – written into law (Jim Crow laws)

i. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) – Supreme Court case 

that ruled “separate but equal” was constitutional. 

4. Strong African American leaders emerged with opposing 

viewpoints:

a. Booker T. Washington- Believed civil rights were best 

achieved slowly without rocking the boat.  Advised 

African Americans to achieve equality through 

vocational education. (slow)

i. Founded Tuskegee Institute

ii. Atlanta Compromise – a speech trying to convince 

African Americans to achieve economic goals 

instead of political ones.



b. W.E.B. DuBois – Argued advancements by African 

Americans were not happening quickly enough. Insisted 

on political change.  

i. Niagara Movement- precursor to the NAACP –

society for political change

i. He, and other members, insisted that change 

and equality occur immediately



• Following the Civil War, a westward expansion 
by American settlers was underway.  White 
settlers began moving onto the Great Plains 
for numerous reasons, but mainly in search of 
gold and ownership of their own land.



Cultures Clash on the Prairie
• The Great Plains region is presently our Midwest 

United States. (MS River to the Rocky Mtns.)



• In the 1800s, it was characterized by extensive 
grasslands and served as both home and 
hunting ground for Native Americans.

• It would also draw numerous settlers.

– What led them to the W/Plains?

– What did they do there? 

• It became the home to mining, ranching, and farming. 



The Gateway Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, is a 
monument that was completed in 1965.  It is symbolic 
of where settlers of all races entered into the Great 
Plains on their way to fortunes (through gold, etc. 
mining) and/or personal freedom.



SETTLING ON THE GREAT PLAINS
• People of all races were soon flooding into the 

Great Plains and were helped by the government 
in two ways:

– Railroads

• In May, 1869, the Central Pacific and Union Pacific Railroads 
completed the Transcontinental Railroad which connected 
the entire U.S. connecting the two coasts.  

– The passage of the Homestead Act- promoted the 
settlement of western lands by offering 160 acres of 
free land to settlers.

*** The transcontinental railroad and the       
Homestead Act had the greatest impacts on the 
opening of the American west to settlers.



• Challenges of life on the Plains:

– Scarcity of trees led to creation of (p. 167) 
soddies- freestanding homes made from stacked 
blocks of prairie turf.  They were adequate shelter, 
but havens for snakes, insects, and rodents.

– Back-breaking labor in keeping the farms going

– Harsh weather conditions from droughts to floods

– Occasional raids from both outlaws and NAI



• The primary crops grown on the Great Plains were corn 
and grains.  

• The labor intensive work was very demanding on the 
settlers, however they were helped by new farm 
technologies in the late 1800s:

– Steel plow (John Deere)

– Windmill (to help with irrigation)

– Barbed wire

– Mechanical Reaper (for harvesting crops)

• The federal govt. also attempted to help farmers with 
the passage of the Morrill Act- gave land to states to 
create and finance agricultural colleges.



• These inventions had a positive impact on …

– The amount of food grown and available

– The size of farms increased (more acres under 
cultivation)

• Negative impact of new farm technology

– Lower prices received by farmers for crops

– Higher unemployment as fewer farm hands were 
needed (many moved back to the East)

– Higher debts for farmers (which will lead to 
foreclosure by the banks/the loss of their farms)



• The cattle ranching boom in the West was heavily 
influenced by Hispanics and their customs.

• Cowboys led/pushed cattle on long drives over the open 
range that ended at railroad stations.

– From here they were transported to major cities like 
Chicago and St. Louis. (see map p. 162)

– Why?

• Ranchers were helped when Indians were placed on 
reservations, but eventually, open range ranching died 
out and was replaced by a series of fenced in ranches.  
Factors that led to this were:

– Weather;

– Overgrazing of the land; and,

– The invention of barbed wire.



• Main gold strikes—and subsequent rushes—were in San 
Francisco (1849), Colorado (1858), and South Dakota 
(1870s)

• The Comstock Lode (1859) and others led to a silver 
mining boom too

• Boomtowns sprang up all over the West, but most became 
ghost towns shortly thereafter

• Reasons for conflict between settlers and NAI:

– Settlers were taking their land

– Settlers were destroying the buffalo population

(biggest blow to tribal life/economic base and a major 
reason NAI had to accept reservation life)

– The US govt. was forcing NAI to live on reservations (a 
large plot of land set aside especially for NAI to live on)



• Conflicts between settlers and NAI were numerous.  Examples 
include:

– Sand Creek Massacre (1864)

• American troops massacre up to 600 peaceful NAI who were 
seeking to make peace in the area

– Fetterman Massacre (1866)

• NAI trick, and massacre approx. 81 Americans

– Little Big Horn (1876)

• Colonel George Custer and his men were attacked.  Within an 
hour, all were dead.  

• This will start a 20 year war between the U.S. government and 
NAI.

– Wounded Knee (1890)—ended war between US and NAI

• Americans killed approx. 200 NAI in an effort to stop the Ghost 
Dance (NAI belief in a coming day of judgment that will destroy 
whites and return NAI to power)



• There were many NAI supporters in the US 
that did not like how they were being treated.  
One of the most notable was writer Helen 
Hunt Jackson who exposed much of this in her 
book A Century of Dishonor.

• Many also thought NAI should assimilate or 
give up their way of life to be part of white 
culture.  

• This was the basis of the 1887 Dawes Act.  It’s 
aim was to “Americanize” NAI, promised them 
land, and helped build schools.  Instead, it 
helped destroy NAI culture.



Farmers and the Populist Movement

• By the late 1800s, many farmers had fallen 
victim to a series of problems:

– Falling crop prices

– Lack of good farm land

– Railroads charging excessive prices to store & ship 
regardless of distance

– Deflation- taking money out of circulation in order 
to increase its overall value

– Mortgaging farm land to buy more land or to even 
buy needed supplies



• Farmers throughout the country realized the 
only way to achieve any change would be to 
hold political power.  

• In 1892, the Populist, or People’s, Party was 
created by farmers.  This party was rooted in 
Populism meaning movement of the people. 

• The Populist Party platform (main areas or 
ideas an organized group focuses on) was 
aimed at helping farmers in the areas where 
they were struggling most.



• Major Populist platform issues:

– Increase the money supply in an effort to drive 
prices up (create inflation instead of deflation)

• Idea was to use bimetallism— use of two metals (gold 
and silver) to back the currency

– Secret ballot voting to end voter fraud

– Use of a graduated income tax

– Government regulation of the railroads

– An 8-hour work day

– Immigration reform

• In 1893, the U.S. economy collapsed.  Many 
railroads, banks, and other businesses closed.



• One of the central economic issues during this 
collapse was which metal should be used to 
back our monetary system.  There were two 
schools of thought:

– Bimetallism- monetary system where the 
government backed their currency with either 
gold and/or silver (Populist supported)

– Gold standard- backing paper money solely by 
gold (supported by businesses and banks)

• This issue was also an essential theme in the 
1896 Presidential campaigns.



• 1896 Presidential Candidates:

– Republican candidate was William McKinley 
(supported the gold standard)

– Democratic candidate was William Jennings Bryan 

• Supported bimetallism

• Was supported by Populist Party too

• 1896 Election and Results:

– McKinley appealed to city and industrial areas due 
to their fear of rising inflation

– Bryan appealed to farmers of all kinds and the 
more rural population

– McKinley will win by about 500,000 votes



• The Populists and Bryan had lost this election 
due mainly to fear of inflation in urban and 
industrial areas.

• Populism will collapse following this, but left 
behind two important legacies:

– The less fortunate and down-trodden people in 
society can organize and have political impact

– An agenda of reforms that will later be enacted in 
the 20th century



• By 1890, the United States Census Bureau 
declared the frontier no longer existed.  The 
frontier had helped shape and make America 
unique.  Historian Frederick Jackson Turner 
agreed with this in his essay “The Significance 
of the Frontier in American History.”


